
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
Report Finds Expanding Minnesota’s Renewable Power Sector Could Create $2 Billion 

in New Wages and Benefits 
Analysis comes as the EPA works to finalize new power sector rules 

 
       
ST. PAUL, MN. (December 16, 2014) A new report released today by A Renewable America (ARA), a 
project of the Wind Energy Foundation, finds that Minnesota’s renewable electricity sector could 
create $2 billion in wages and benefits from new project investment by 2030, with more than $750 
million in annual wages, benefits, and tax revenues once the projects are operational. The report also 
found that the renewable power and energy efficiency industries are responsible for $11 billion worth 
of investment into the state’s economy since 2000 and the state could see up to 36,200 construction 
and operation jobs created as the sector continues to grow. 
  
“Minnesota is in constant competition to outdo itself in renewable energy,” said Dustin Dennison, 
President of Minnesota Solar Energy Industry Association. “This is happening because renewable 
energy is more affordable and more reliable than it has ever been before.” 
 
Significant cost declines in renewable electricity prices – especially for wind and solar power - have 
spurred rapid growth in the renewable industries in recent years. This boom is creating jobs and 
providing reliable, affordable power across the state. The report also demonstrates the state’s 
potential for new job creation, investment and tax revenue under several different scenarios, using 
new modeling based on the National Renewable Energy Laboratory data. 
 
The report, produced by ARA in collaboration with David Gardiner and Associates, features four 
companies or projects that are representative of the current and future potential for Minnesota’s 
renewable power industries. Included are utility-scale projects by Minnesota Power and the Hennepin 
Energy Recovery Center, as well as projects by large institutions, including IKEA and the Minneapolis-
St. Paul International Airport. 
 
“Our research found that Minnesota has enough renewable resources to provide 50 percent of the 
state’s energy needs,” said Ryan Hodum, Vice President, David Gardiner and Associates. “Maximizing 
the state’s renewable energy potential will allow Minnesota to reduce carbon emissions well ahead of 
targets set by the EPA’s Clean Power Plan.” 
 
Under the report’s “high renewables” scenario, Minnesota can expect to add more than 1,200 
additional annual jobs. With this would come $76 million in annual wages and benefits, $28 million in 
annual tax revenue and $20 million in annual land leasing revenue. 

http://arenewableamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Economic-Development-Report-MN-web.pdf�
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One visible example of the growth in the state’s renewable energy industry is the project underway at 
the Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport. When completed, the system will supply more than 20 
percent of the airport’s total electricity needs. The system is expected to save $10 million net present 
value cash flow over 30 years. 
 
“We’re proud to be in construction of the largest solar project in Minnesota,” said John Neville, 
Regional Director of Ameresco, the company who took a lead role in the construction of the airport’s 
solar project. “It is an exciting time to be a part of renewable energy in the state.” 
 

### 
 
About A Renewable America 
A project of the Wind Energy Foundation, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, A Renewable America 
provides education about the many benefits of American-made renewable electricity. A Renewable 
America raises public awareness of how each of the six major US renewable electric technologies – 
biomass, geothermal, hydro, solar, waste-to-energy and wind power – are already providing a 
substantial amount of clean, affordable and reliable electricity. For more information, visit 
www.arenewableamerica.org and follow #ARenewableAmerica on Twitter. 
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